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Beguiled by Fresh Talent

By BEMJIAMIN GENDOCHID  ALTL 22 2008

IMAGINATIVE Sowenn Cha's “Ecoloiical Collage ™ (2008).

Having talent ig not enough for young artists to get ahead today. To be
suecessful they have to cultivate connections by networking with art world
professionals.

Helping them to do that, Aljira Emerge i3 an annual career management
program at Aljira: A Center for Contemporary Art in Newark that prepares
voung artists for life in the marketplace. A group show is the culmination of
the program.

This year’s exhibition features the work of 22 artists living and working in
New Jersey and New York. It ranges from painting and sculpture to video
and installation, though the emphasis is on painting. There is little video
and almost no photography, which is surprising given the reigning
popularity of these media.

Over all, the show, assembled by a guest curator, Christopher Y. Lew,
manager of curatorial affairs at New York's P.S. 1 Contemporary Art Center,
is more conservative than in previous yvears, with little that will shock or
provoke visitors. A lot of the work is even, well, pretty.
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Words, text and langoage arc the subject and focos of several other works,
including Sujin Lee's videos “Skan”® (2005) and “Lean on Mc" (2006), and
Swith Khurana's sculptures made of bird cages filled with letters and
personal talismans, Both artists explore challenges of communication
across linguistic, cultural and geographical borders, I sympathize with the
intent, but the artwork itsclf is rather didactic.

Hima B, bas Uie opposite problem. Her genre-delving arl video Lted “Jiiad
for Demveracy™ (zo08) s extremely cujoyvable o watch, bul whal il means
iﬁ #ll i}rl “ll‘."ﬁ Sl“'_m. T‘l“'. =1 |.|-| e ﬁ] e .\l“ s LTI il lﬁklﬂl WWIRETHLIID W FI'J\.IE I |E,
}"‘(]l] [lE TIREIE] i.l]. !i'lll.‘ﬂ']ll‘.'l'l] cesluimes FIEIII;IIE_ (i1} Illl:‘ Erﬂh‘ﬁ Elll[l AT .rl'l A

drunken enllege party. Oh, dear.

All of which brings us to the paintings, the strength as well as the dominant
medium of this yvear's show. At least two painters stand out, Elizabeth
Livingston, a photorealist, and Clare Grill, a landseape and figurative
painter. They are accomplished artists, very well trained, with a feeling for
dramatic imagery. Both are also fine colorists,

Especially alluring is Ms. Livingston's “Before I Could Answer” (2006),
showing a young woman wearing a bikini in a swimming pool at mght. She
is waist-deep in the water, looking directly at the viewer. It iz open-ended,
mysterions, as if something sericus is about to happen. 1 love the ambiguity
and loosely implied sexual tension.

The closest thing to edgy contemporary art is a serappy detritus senlptre
by Suyeon Clw. She makes colorful, junklike assemblages from disposabile
plastic forks and knives, Q-tips, old picees of luggage, foil and plastic
tubing, recalling the work of Sarah Sze, another young artist who concocts
intricate senlpmres from ardinary things.

Sungmi Lec alse makes sculpture using common materials, but focuses on
beautiful abstract cbjects, “Yawning Dream” (2008), made of hundreds of
white plastic zip ties, and hanging in the back room, is a highlight of the
show. Tt looks like an exotic sea anemone, or a chandelier made of cotton
wool. Bither way, it s beautiful.

Alao beguiling are Jeff Fdd's wooden assemblages made of found street
harricades. By cutting and combining them he turns these tonls of public
control into play ful minimal art sculplures. They suggest @ raw imaginalive
intelligence, making him an artist to watch.

Ivan Montorte works with a different kind of found material — verpal
ingults and pui-downg he has heard or experienced. His placs “Mean”™
(zo08) consists of several of the insults printed on paper and hung around
the exhibition walls. They are actually quite eonfrontational. This is one of
the show’s mare succaseiul conceptual projects.
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Especially alluring is Msa. Livingston's "Before 1 Could Anawer” (20086),
showing a young woman wearing a bikini in a swimming pool at night. She
is waist-deep in the water, looking directly at the viewer. It is open-ended,
mysterions, as it something serious is about to happen. 1 love the ambiguity
and loosely implied sexual tension.

Ms. Grill's expressionistic portraits can remind you at times of the work of
Ellzaheth Peyton, who made it hig painting acquaintances at art-world
parties. But Ms. Grill iz actually a better painter, suggesting she will make a
success of whatever subject she chooses. Discovering a fresh young talent
like her is what this exhibition is all about.

“Aljira Emerge 9 Exhibition," Aljira: A Center for Contemporary Art, 591 Broad Street, Mewark,
through Sapt. 20. Information: (97 3) 622- 16800 or www.aljira
org.

Sungmi Lee's
Fawning Dream”

(2008).
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